
11/21/2016 
Curious about what Senior members are doing now? What general thoughts they may have? Life after retirement?  

SENIOR MEMBERS WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Dear Murray and Emma, What  a kind thought! VERY nice to hear from you, Murray. I still remember how kind 
you were to me at my first meeting at Williamsburg in 1971. 
 
As for British members, I am sorry to report that the following have died - Ronald Grainger, Benji Pearce, George 
Simon, Robert Steiner, Basil Strickland and, I think, John Laws. 
 
As far as I know Ian Kerr, who moved back to his family roots in Scotland after he retired, and Peter Lavender are 
both alive but I lost touch with both 30 years ago. 
 
You may remember that I resigned from all my medical appointments  and societies (including active 
membership of the Fleischner Society) in 1984 when I was 56 to start a new museum of fine, decorative and 
applied art inspired by nature. The "dream" became a reality in 1988 when Nature in Art opened. We have 
works in our permanent collection from more than 60 countries and from the 5th C AD onwards. 
 
Having no income (or pension until I was 60), I had to sell my London house and move to Gloucestershire where 
I still live in a truly marvelous location beside the River Severn estuary. On a really clear day we can see America! 
I am thankful to report that Nature in Art has gone from strength to strength. We have 32,000+ visitors a year, 
including 3,600 children from local schools in our Education Center.  Something new, a first anywhere idea, in 
this country was bound to be met with suspicion and the prophets of doom said "It cannot possibly succeed". 
But it has and its influence has gradually spread. We have been on national TV several times in the last year or 
so. 
Please look at our website www.natureinart.org.uk 
 
Of all the things I missed when I prematurely quit the chest radiology I loved, the annual meetings of the 
Fleischner Society come first. I have treasured memories of meetings in Sweden and Hawaii and so many 
marvelous places in between.  
 
My special greetings to all those who remember me, 
 
David Trapnell 
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